WELCOME TO THE
UNIVERSAL
GOALS CURRICULUM

QUARTERLY
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Dear UGC Community

As we step into a new season of learning and
growth, we're excited to share the latest updates,
insights, and milestones from the Universal Goals
Curriculum. This quarter has been filled with
action—from powerful Earth Month projects to the
launch of new learning modules that deepen our
shared commitment to equity, sustainability, and
global citizenship.

Across classrooms, continents, and communities,
students and educators are showing what it means
to turn learning into action. Whether planting trees,
leading mental health campaigns, or reimagining
more just societies, our network is proving that
education grounded in purpose can transform the
world.

In this issue, you'll find a closer look at the Iearnlng 4
journey of the Universal Goals Curriculum

learning process Let's continue building the
future—together.

Many Thanks,
The UGC Team




Beginning at the beginning, every journey has a starting point. Our Starting Point aims to be
an exciting beginning to the unit that gives the wow factor! This could be a creative or artistic
project visit, trip, an interesting visitor or special guest or maybe an event or game. The idea is
that it is a fun introduction to the topic that the children will remember

An exciting beginning

to the unit that gives Asking the big An opportunity to assess
the wow factor! This questions about and in turn plug any gaps
could be a creative/ the topic. These To facilitate and develop in learning. It may also be a
artistic project visit, trip, questions can kno_wledge beyonq the time for some to resea.rch
an interesting visitor/ be revisited basic necessary. Higher fyrther and find out a little
special guest or maybe during level thinking such as bit more about an aspect of
an event or game. reflection time. analyse, predict etc. the unit via a mini project.
The things that are essential To practice the Usually a celebration and
for the unit to be successful. skills and gain/ showcase of the learning
The things you need to know research the that has taken place during
or can do to ensure that that knowledge the unit. Different children
it has been worth it. Without necessary to may showcase different
these things being secure, it make thge unit elements or it may be done
would have not have been worthwhile. as a whole class/year group.
worthwhile. Can be a presentation or

trade fair etc.
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A Big Question requires a bit of thinking
T _ before it can be answered. If you ask a
Bt i e T question to your class and most of the hands
e T = B shoot up, then the chances are that the
| question that you have asked is insufficiently
challenging or thought provoking.
Formulating a big question takes a bit of
thinking and planning on your part but is
well worth the effort. We like the idea of
combining them with a visible thinking type
activity. This way the thinking can be
recorded and revisited. This helps the more
able, by allowing them to develop their
thoughts and ideas by articulating what is in
their thoughts and the more reserved
learners get to benefit from what others have
to say. Some may even have their thoughts
confirmed or even better have their
viewpoints challenged.

Big questions can also be used to
facilitate and deepen understanding
by using words like evaluate, predict,
analyse, explain, justify, compare etc.
It is widely accepted that you can
not teach understanding per se, but
we believe that with activities like
these, you can give children the
opportunity to further develop and
deepen their understanding of
topics through gradually building
upon existing knowledge and skills.
A child's understanding of a topic
can and probably will shift over
time.

Each set of big questions are specific
to each topic that aim to address
some of the key questions of that
particular unit. They can be done as
a class, group or made into
individual projects.
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Deeper Thinking facilitates and develops knowledge beyond the basic necessary. Higher level
thinking such as analyse, predict etc. Similar to Bloom's Taxonomy of questioning that
encourages different levels of thinking. Using different levels of questioning helps with
differentiation. Remembering for example may not be as quick or demanding as evaluating
or creating something new.

BLOOM'S TAXONOMY

EVALUATE

Design, Assemble, Construct, Conjecture, Develop,
Formulate, Author, Investogate

Justify a Stand or Decision

Differentiate, Organize, Relate, Compare, Contrast,
Distinguish, Examine, Experiment, Question, Test

ANALYZE

Execute, Implement, Solve, Use, Demonstrate,

APPLY Interpret, Operate, Schedule, Sketch

Classify, Describe, Discuss, Explain, Identify, Locate,
Recognize, Report, Select, Translate

UNDERSTAND

Define, Duplicate, List, Memorize, Repeat, State

REMEMBER!

End Points are usually a celebration and showcase of the learning that has taken place
during the unit. Different children may showcase different elements or it may be done as a
whole class or year group. Can be a presentation or trade fair etc. Moving this up a level
could be to make this a call to action where the children attempt to do something about
one of the issues that they have learnt about. Whether it is simply about raising awareness
in an assembly about single use plastics or actually planting trees to try to combat
deforestation.



Probably the most important elements of the entire curriculum are the Balanced
Arguments and Viewpoints and Perspectives. These facilitate reflection on a particular issue
which forces children to look at a problem from different viewpoints. A balanced argument
makes it necessary to look at the other side of the argument and not just confirm their own
initial view. It is easy for us all to exist in eco chambers where we only listen to our own view
points and use confirmation bias to confirm and support our own beliefs or values.

We need to allow space for children to see another point of view and at least be open to
there being a reason for an opposing view. Children become more reflective and open to
listening to differing opinions.This cuts through tribalism and is better for actually getting
down to the business of solving the major issues of our time.

&N ! nbes WISl :
A\ hen = bungh o6 pupe Shew
0 umi.nd i M”a
elr hakital “HS ke whinn
Semeene wrowlld ‘,‘M-} conle
and  oLost home.

et
2t end 3 de 0t
eni rd Mo

More meneg “H:a

Cory wleeauil

P e

be
:;’% ?wne mr}mfﬁ

Py
des-

Caption: For this activity we looked
at how different sections of society
would view new farms. The
children had to put themselves in
the mindset of the different
groups of people and share what
they would think, first of all
thinking about whether the
person or group would view the
situation as positively or negatively.
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Our Vision

To offer a quality curriculum that is accessible to all schools. A
curriculum that focuses on the big issues that are linked to real
life situations.

In order to do this we would like to create a community of
teachers, schools and wider partnerships. We are offering free
memberships for both schools and individual members. Most
international curriculum programs are expensive and fail to keep
up to date and remain relevant. We aim to create a global
community that will have an impact on the education of future
generations. We invite you to join us and become part of the next
generation of solution focussed change makers. For a free
membership, use the following link and password.

https://universalgoalscurriculum.co.uk/register/
Password: Universal2022



